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AMMAN — Jordan can
lead the way for achiev-
ing regional cooperation,
peace and a new frame-
work, an expert on con-
flict resolution said, in-
dicating that the Middle
East must come together
and negotiate with the
whole world for a “glo-
bal social contract”.

Since 2011, the region
has been in crisis, wit-
nessing internal con-
flicts and tensions be-
tween countries, which
points out that the old
systems are not working
and are breaking down
and that a “new kind
of architecture” for the
Middle East is required,
said Sundeep Waslekar,
president of the Stra-
tegic Foresight Group,
a think tank based in
India that advises gov-
ernments and institu-
tions around the world
on managing  future
challenges.

In a recent interview

o

Sundeep Waslekar :

with The Jordan Times,
Waslekar said the most
dangerous thing the
Middle East has wit-
nessed in the past six
years was that rivalry
between countries gave
way to the rise of non-
state armed groups.

“The states are becom-
ing weak, civil society is
becoming weak and the
non-state violent groups
are becoming powerful,
and this is very danger-
ous. Hence, [the region]
has to see what kind of a
new outlook is required,

- a new outlook that has

to be based on working
together and on regional

cooperation,” he said.

And since the front-
line states around Syria
(Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon
and Turkey) are suffering
from violence and ter-
rorism, as well as pres-
sure on water resources
and the environment,
they need to transform
the crisis into an oppor-
tunity, the expert added.

Cooperation based on
harnessing water and
other resources for the
common good of the re-
gion, as well as achiev-
ing reconciliation and
understanding between
communities and be-
tween states is among
the approaches, he
suggested.

Establishing a strong
institution that can
withstand and survive
political crises is also
important to overcome
the consequences of the
war in the region, Wasle-
kar stressed.

“Frontline  countries
should start such an in-
stitution, and then — in

later stages — include
Syria when the situation
stabilises. Water, envi-
ronment and refugees
are all interlinked prob-
lems and challenges that
can be worked on re-
gionally,” he added.

A strong regional in-
stitution can also pave
the way for the frontline
countries to negotiate
with the whole world for
a global social contract,
Waslekar suggested.

Under this global so-
cial contract, the inter-
national community can
release resources for the
region to help it “manage
its own problems with-
out interfering”, he said.

The expert on conflict
resolution said that be-
cause terrorist groups
like Daesh and Al Nusra
took control of vital as-
sets like water infra-
structure and dams to
exploit the population,
the region should push
for a UN Security Coun-
cil resolution on protect-

ing water assets and fa-
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As arises mount, Jordan can Iead the w way for regional
cooperation — conflict resolution expert

Waslekar urges utilisation of water as pathway to peace

cilities from attacks by
non-state armed groups.

‘Jordan proved
to be an island
of stability,and
| think Jordan
can show the
way...' '

- Waslekar  proposed
using water to introduce

, a temporary ceasefire to

help technical teams re-
pair pipes and systems,
indicating that the tem-
porary ceasefire can cre-
ate an opportunity for
dialogue.

“..., So, water that is
being used in many oc-
casions as a weapon of
war, can be converted
to a tool for ceasefire

and maybe dialogue,” he
said.
The expert also called

|

on the Middle East to

come together and nego-

tiate with the world fora

“martial plan”.

“A deal must be ne- |
gotiated among all the -
frontline states with the

whole world, so the re-
gion must come togeth-
er,”Waslekar said.

He stressed that the
country that can lead

the way for regmhal €o- »

operation, peace and

a new framework is'

Jordan at the moment,
highlighting that the
Kingdom has the biggest
potential.

“Despite all the things
that happened in the re-
gion, Jordan proved to
be an island of stability,
and I think Jordan can
show the way... Cur
rently the biggest hope
I see is from Jordan; it
has very cleverly man-
aged its own journey in
this crisis,” Waslekar
said. 3




